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By the end of the century this somewhat hastily built
palace was in very bad repair, and many of the tenements
attached to it crumbling to ruin.1

In February 1897, at the close of the festivities attend-
ing the marriage of the Princess Jayalakshmammanni-
yavaru, the greater part was severely damaged, indeed
almost destroyed, by fire.

Her Highness the Maharani Vanivilasa Sannidhana,
C.I., then Regent, decided to build a new palace on the
model and on the foundations of the old. The plans
submitted by Mr. H. Irwin, C.LE., architect of Viceregal
Lodge, Simla, were chosen, and in October 1897 the
work began.

The main building is of massive grey granite, three-
storied, and dominated by a five-storied tower crowned
by a gilded dome. This tower is 145 feet from the
ground to the gold flag on its summit

Except during tfye greater festivals, permits to view
the palace may be obtained by applying to the Htt&ur
Secretary to HLEL the Maharaja; the nqmber in the
party and the proposed time of the visit should be stated,
An official will meet tod estort tke visitors round, (No
gratuities*) They ,will be takeii through tbe gfleat
courtyard, the marriage pavilion, the durbar halls; the
armoury, the nrasic and drawing rooms*             ,

The aew stracwe, like the oH, fe .biailt tOTnd a cqiaarfe-
yard,, open jto'jttje sky* To the east*oi this toni ate (OB,
the ground floor) the impressive Elephant Gate, 21 feet
wide aiad66 feet fa^

foot passage to the wide outer seff-z, or piazza, overlooking
tl^e great square.